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[00:00:00.00] INTERVIEWER: [Director's comments]. 


[00:01:07.12] INTERVIEWER: So let's get started. Could you please share with us your full name and your 
age? 


[00:01:13.01] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: My name is Sister Pauline Therese Daries. | am eighty- 
two as of October 18th this year [2016]. 


[00:01:23.07] INTERVIEWER: Would you please tell us where you were born and a little bit about your 
family and your childhood? 


[00:01:29.29] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: I'm an Angeleno. | was born in Queen of Angels Hospital 
where it used to be right above the Hollywood Freeway, which wasn't there at the time. | grew up in 
Torrance and Gardena--went to St. Mary's Academy, which eventually became my place of residence as a 
novice in 1953. Actually | was a novice in 1954--| came as a postulant in 1953. And we were the first group 
of novices--we were second year novices--to move into Carondelet Center, scrubbing our way in--in 1955. 


[00:02:24.06] INTERVIEWER: Would you tell me a little bit about your parents and your siblings? 


[00:02:28.15] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: | only had one sibling. He just recently passed away. He 
was a Claretian Father who actually lived on this property when it was their provincial house. And before this 
beautiful building came to be, he was a novice here, in the corner house. All of this was the Del Amo family 
summer home, and they left properties to the Claretian Fathers. And the Dominguez--Rancho Dominguez--is 
all part of Rancho San Pedro, which was there land grant. My mother came from Cape Breton Island in 
1922--met my father on the train. He was coming from Missouri, and they both wound up in California and 
at the end of the trip my father asked my mother to marry him and she said, "No" and made him wait a 
year. So they were married in 1923. And the rest is history, | guess. [laughs]. 


[00:03:42.12] INTERVIEWER: Were you a very religious family? 


[00:03:45.19] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Very. In many ways. My father was a hard-shelled 
Baptist and his family was not very welcoming to Catholics. The fact that he married a Catholic was rather 
problematic for family holidays and nice things like that. But eventually they made peace and had to do it all 
over again when he became a Catholic a few years after marrying my mother. [smiles]. And they're both 
long gone to God. 


[00:04:23.27] INTERVIEWER: Do you remember just some of those religious practices or involvement in the 
parish as a child? 


[00:04:31.02] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Oh. We were in everything. We were within walking 
distance of Nativity Church in Torrance. And | remember being a little Christmas angel at the age of three-- 
that was one of my big roles. And every once in a while we would have processions and the little angel dress 
would come out. [laughs]. We used to have great processions--we had Corpus Christi--we did walk a fair 
distance around the property of Nativity Church. Because we went to--we didn't have a parish school at the 
time, so we went to St. James in Redondo Beach, and that meant carpooling and bus rides and all that kind 
of thing. And besides that we had to make--I had to make my first Communion in the parish--so | had to go 
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to the religious education classes besides. And we knew our catechism. You know how children will 
sometimes play a little ditty on the piano or sing a song--something they know how to do? We used to have 
to recite our catechism for visitors. [Nods. Smiles.] And | remember that very famous picture of the guardian 
angel hovering over two little children who were walking along the edge of a cliff picking flowers. And | 
always liked the picture when | was little. As | grew older, | thought, "What kind of a mother would let those 
kids go out like that?" Anyhow. We had lots of religious pictures. [smiles]. We had a beautiful big Bible. It 
was about six inches thick. If you had clean hands you were allowed to open it up and look at the pictures 
because we'd had it forever, you know. And later on | found out that these pictures were the engravings of 
Gustav Doré [Paul Gustave Louis Christophe Doré (1932-1883), French artist]. So they were quite nice. 
Somebody pinched the Bible some time--when someone died and there was a houseful of people the Bible 
just disappeared, so--. [laughs]. 


[00:06:53.11] INTERVIEWER: Did your father's Baptist faith influence your Catholic faith differently than 
perhaps other--? 


[00:07:01.06] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: [laughs]. Well, my father was a Catholic by the time | 
was too little to know anything about it. But it seems to me that the wars of religion went on with his family. 
He loved his family but they wouldn't have anything to do with him they totally disowned him. He was very 
kind, a very good-humored man, and he was the kind of person who would save something--like his dessert 
from his lunch when he worked over night--and he'd bring it home for us, which was always a very nice 
thing, you know. [smiles]. Nice gesture. Our mother was very feisty--she had to be | think. She was four feet 
six. And she could hold her ground quite well. Our grand--! had live-in grandparents. My grandfather had run 
away to sea at the age of twelve. So he'd been on voyages around the world for-- | think maybe four times 
he had--. [laughs]. And then as his family grew he decided he'd better give that up. And he said he could 
not--he had only two choices in North Sydney--which was mining or shipbuilding. So he worked in the 
shipyards. Could not go down [in]to the ground. My grandmother had had probably polio at the age of five 
and never walked after that. Raised seven children. [nods]. Um-hm. So we had--both my mother's parents 
lived with us. And great stories, songs, all kinds of stuff. | went to school knowing how to read. [nods]. 


[00:09:03.24] INTERVIEWER: We heard a similar story from Sister Margaret Anne Vonderahe [unintelligible]- 


[00:09:08.17] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: --oh yes, oh yes indeed. She was two years ahead of me 
in school. She had a brother David who was killed--in a plane crash, | think it was. And oh yeah. There was a 
little Canadian enclave. And Sister--| always think of her as Mary MclIntyre--Sister--at the moment | can't 
think of her name right now--but Sister is at Carondelet Center. She was--she entered the convent | think in 
1939. She was young--she was in her middle teens. And it was | think maybe a special permission, | don't 
know that. But we always--we were talking about this one day at Carondelet Center, Sister Margaret Anne 
and |--about how many Canadians there were just in our neighborhood. [laughs]. | don't know what it was 
about the neighborhood, but that was the reality at Nativity Parish too. 


[00:10:11.29] INTERVIEWER: So when did you first meet the Sisters of St. Joseph? 


[00:10:14.21] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: First grade. Actually, before that, because my brother 
started school at St. James, and Sister Alphonsus [Cochollo?], whom | had the privilege of living with later in 
Fresno--Sister Alohonsus was the first grade teacher. And | had her for first grade and | had her for second 
grade. Lived with her in Fresno in the 1960s. 


[00:10:41.26] INTERVIEWER: What other Sisters do you remember from your childhood? 


[00:10:46.24] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Gosh. Let's see if | can remember the names. Well, for 
third grade we had moved and St. Anthony's had a school that was about half a block from our house, so | 
went to St. Anthony's. And had the Sisters of Providence of St. Mary of the Woods. However, we did go visit 
Sister Alphonsus every once in a while. But mostly--| guess for the rest of school--grammar school--| had 
Sisters of Providence. And then at St. Mary's Sister St. Bernard [J ohnson (1914-2003)?] was my homeroom 
teacher as freshman; Sister [Mary] Hildegarde Gerber [(1923-1986)] who taught Spanish; Sister Consuelo 
Aguilar ['53, (-2012)], who taught Spanish; Sister Agnes Marie [O'Loughlin, (1903-2006)?] had us for Latin. | 


file:///emcfs.mount.msmc.la.edu/...lections/Projects/20170907_CSJOralHistory_Transcripts/SrPaulineThereseDarios_20161117_Transcript.txt[ 10/6/2017 1:00:03 PM] 


was leaning toward taking French, but | decided on Spanish, and that's how | would up in Sister Consuelo's 
class and Sister Hildegarde Gerber's class. [laughs]. 


[00:12:06.14] INTERVIEWER: When did you know that--when did you first know or think about becoming a 
Sister? 


[00:12:11.11] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: About first grade. Always. We had the Victory Noll Sisters 
[Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters] for catechism. But--now they were really different--their hair showed 
and they drove cars. Yes. [laughs]. We were always kind of fascinated by them. But | did not feel attracted 
to that. | really wanted to be a teacher. So that's what | did. 


[00:12:37.16] INTERVIEWER: What drew you do you think to the Sisters of St. Joseph as opposed to maybe 
the Providence Sisters? 


[00:12:44.29] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: As | say, from a very young age | always wanted to be a 
Sister. And the Sisters | knew best were the Sisters of St. Joseph. Because even though we lived across the 
street from the Providence convent, they had to go all the way back to Indiana to enter the convent. That 
was another--probably a big factor right there. Anyhow. 


[00:13:13.02] INTERVIEWER: What did you notice about the Sisters of St. Joseph that made you want to be 
a part of them? 


[00:13:19.15] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: They were always happy. They were generally happy. 
They greeted one another--you know, just kind of ordinary, down-to-earth civility, which is attractive--very. 
Plus--I can't say the habit wasn't beautiful. That was a big factor too. Sisters of Providence wore this bonnet. 
We didn't--[laughs]--don't put that in. But anyhow, the habit, definitely. Somebody said once to us, "Your 
habit has a definite French accent"--which it did. So anyhow. That wasn't bad either. Loved that big rosary. 
[nods]. Um-hm. The crucifix. All of that was very much a part of what we saw--we saw them every day at 
school, you know? Especially in high school. 


[00:14:18.07] INTERVIEWER: Were there any Sisters while you were in high school that really encouraged 
you or approached you about entering? 


[00:14:27.26] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Sister [Mary] ] osephine did when | was a senior--Sister 

J osephine Feeley [(1905-1991)] . She was the principal--and later on was provincial. She was a very 
formidable lady. But before that, in all the four years, Sister St. Bernard was always very human and very 
gentle and very kind. Sister Hildegarde was very sweet--very gracious. That's Sister Mechtilde [Gerber]'s little 
sister. And Sister Consuelo was just wonderful. These were the people that were--they were younger and 
they were very attractive to us when--you know, high school girls. And | don't know that | really gave all that 
thought to spirituality or--that much. But when Sister J osephine one day approached me--I was a Senior-- 
and she made me follow her through a couple of corridors to this one room to be very private and asked me 
if | was thinking of entering in September--which would have been September of 1952. And | said, "No." 
[laughs]. Well | wasn't--| wasn't thinking about that. Because by that time | was looking forward to 
graduating and getting out and when | did that | got a job and | had my own account, which my parents 
had to sign [grimaces] at Buffum's in Long Beach--beautiful now long-gone department store. And | liked 
having money and | remember very clearly--this sounds so hyper-dramatic--| was listening to something-- 
some radio program of some kind--we didn't have TV at that time, you know. And one of the beautiful 
melodies from a movie called "The Song of Bernadette" [1943] was playing. And | had been fighting this 
nagging thing that said, "What are you going to do?" And | just gave in. It was March of 1953. And | started 
to cry, and! couldn't stop. And my Dad came home from work about four and | could hear my mother in the 
kitchen saying, "Go in there, she's got something to tell you." [laughs]. So my parents took it quite well. By 
this time my brother had already left for the Claretians, so--and we were the only two. | had no fuss from 
the parents. My parents just were fine with that, so--. 


[00:17:30.02] INTERVIEWER: What do you remember from your early days as a postulant and novice? 
[00:17:34.04] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: [laughs]. 
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[00:17:35.01] INTERVIEWER: [laughs]. Any stories you want to share? 


[00:17:36.28] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Well, let's see. A lot of people were my classmates. And 
because | had waited a year to enter some of the people were younger than | was--just a year younger. And 
some of my classmates had already received the habit, you know. And we weren't--we didn't fraternize too 
much with the novices, because--! don't know why--but probably | can figure that one out--we would 
probably either make friends too easily and start talking--because we kept silence. A lot. [rolls eyes] That 
was the hardest--keeping silence. A lot of our prayers were in Latin--but we were all up to that because we 
took Latin--it was mandatory--two years of Latin at least--came in handy later. We liked to get together with 
the novices, who always had to be very careful about what they said to the postulants [laughs], who could 
easily misconstrue things, and--get us all in trouble. But anyhow, that was--it's kind of like |--but we did get 
together with them and we did fraternize, for want of a better word. [smiles]. 


[00:19:03.20] INTERVIEWER: Tell us what it was like to receive the habit? 


[00:19:06.03] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Oh. [laughs]. Well, the morning that we were to receive 
the habit--we had been on retreat. That was another biggie. We had been on retreat for the whole week of 
silence. And people were really very good about that. And we had an earthquake--a little--it wasn't a big 
one--maybe four point something--but it was enough to get everybody awake. And by this time we were 
already used to praying to Saint Emygdius to protect us from the danger of earthquakes. And so--| 
remember--[laughs]--| don't know what | said, but | think we said the prayer to Saint Emygdius. And 
apparently | said something like, "Saint Emygdius pray for us." And that's all | remember of that. But that 
morning we all managed to go back to sleep, and when it was time to get up again we got up and prepared 
for this big day. [smiles]. And my favorite teacher, Sister Mary Fidelis [??] was one of my homeroom 
teachers and also a history teacher, and she was the one who kind of fostered my vocation in high school, 
and so she and Sister Mary Catherine [Fearon (1917-2012)?], who was a musician, | think--| have to 
remember that one--not quite sure about that--but helped Sister Fidelis, who | think had either multiple 
sclerosis or Parkinson's or something--anyway she was not able to handle all the pins and stuff that held us 
together--so she had help. And that's how | received the habit. We all got put together in record time, while 
downstairs the postulants--no, we were the postulants--so we were getting out of our bridal gowns which we 
wore at the time, dressed in the habits, while the novices were making their vows--were making their 
commitment for--| think--] forget the length--it has changed so many times and all kinds of stuff happened 
in the meantime so | don't remember that. But | do remember that they were saying--pronouncing their 
vows before Cardinal McIntyre [J] ames Francis McIntyre, (1886-1979)] and we were getting put together to 
look like Sisters of St. J oseph--without the cross. [laughs]. That's how you could tell the postulants--| mean 
the novices--from any of the professed Sisters--the crucifix, so--. 


[00:22:06.12] INTERVIEWER: So do you remember those as happy days? Do you remember that day as a 
happy day? 


[00:22:11.14] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Yeah. My parents were there and | think | had a few 
other aunts and uncles--relatives around. And we did get to visit a little bit with them. Then it was back to 
the reality of life again. But yeah. It was--that encounter with our parents was only that day, and so--. And 
we knew we were going to be a little more restricted, because the novices only had--| forget how our visiting 
days were--but they weren't--they were at least once a--| don't know if they were once a month or once 
every other month, or something like that. And we were to write letters home. [nods]. And they noticed if 
you didn't. [laughs]. So we had to do that. But we kept in contact. 


[00:23:08.09] INTERVIEWER: When did you start to study at the Mount, or pursue higher education? 


[00:23:16.04] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Oh yes. When we were--well we had most of our like 
philosophy and theology classes. We were not--by canon law, | think or something, | don't know--we were 
not allowed to take regular classes--college classes, but for religion classes we did theology, philosophy, 
scripture, that kind of thing. In the summer we had a session with the priest who taught scripture at St. 
John's Seminary. And so we would do basically the gospels. You know, again it was before Vatican II and 
before, you were kind of encouraged to kind of look at the Old Testament--which | prefer to call the Hebrew 
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scriptures. And, but anyhow, it was--we had this marvelous Monsignor McNicholas--whose book, we found 
out, that he used for notes on his desk was all written in Greek. [laughs]. And anyhow it was basically 
Thomas Aquinas and you know, some of those basic--great works. Then, when | was professed, | was 
assigned to Ascension, which we always referred to as "that poor little church up on the hill". There is an 
area called "Athens on the Hill" and that's where Ascension is, and basically the 110 Freeway and now the 
105 Freeway kind of crosses over that too. But we were very near Imperial [Hwy] and Figueroa [Street]. But 
we did have this littlke wooden church. And it was kind of--let's see--I think it was attached to the school-- 
some--yeah, | guess it was. And during that time they built their new church, which was a great, great 
church--beautiful church--it's still there. And | was there for four years. | enjoyed teaching. What was very 
interesting--| was there at an interesting time in history. The Civil Rights Movement was kind of in high gear. 
This would be 1954--no--'56, pardon me--! have to think about that--yeah--this would be about--somewhere 
in around there--1956. We had people coming to school because they were mixed race. | mean, they 
couldn't go to school back in Louisiana. And so we had--at Ascension they were welcome. And we also had 
another thing going on. It was ten years after the end of World War ||. Some of the people who were 
refugees, who had worked to get enough money to move on from places like, let's say, Salzburg and Vienna 
and places like that, came. We had many German-speaking kids. They were from Yugoslavia--at that time it 
was Called--but they were German-speaking, and | always had kids in my room who didn't speak English for 
one reason or another--either Spanish or German, for the whole time that | was there. 


[00:27:06.19] INTERVIEWER: How aware were you at that time about issues like Civil Rights or "Jim Crow" 
or--?? 


[00:27:12.24] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Well, you know, we knew something about that, you 
know, in little ways, because we talked about it at home before I'd entered. And in school we were aware of 
that. And | felt very strongly about civil rights, you know. And when you hear the stories of the people--and 
especially--and also the refugees--people who are looking for a homeland. That whole thing was--it was 
always big news--every day--it was an everyday thing. And you'd meet the parents who had been sponsored 
by somebody over here who brought them from Germany or brought them from wherever they happened to 
wind up after the war. And also, | remember families, as | said, that were mixed race who were--some were- 
-could not go to black schools because they were part white--some who were partly--you know, excluded 
from the other schools. | mean, it was just a mess--and absolute illogical mess. Some people who could have 
passed as any race--probably had tried to do that. | remember one family where everybody looked 
differently from everybody else--all from the same set of parents, but, you know--there's a whole other 
branch of science at work here. Anyhow, that was my--! liked Ascension. It was interesting always. 


[00:29:00.04] INTERVIEWER: So at this time were you also getting your education degree? 


[00:29:04.09] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Oh yes. We had somebody from the parish every Saturday 
morning drive us to St. Mary's Academy, which was at Slauson and Crenshaw, where we would catch--did we 
catch--| guess we caught the buss. |'m really not sure about that--I'm not quite sure how that worked--but | 
think we caught a bus at St. Mary's, which took us to the Mount. Then we caught the bus after classes at 
noon or maybe twelve-thirty or so--we had to catch the bus, which then took us back to St. Mary's and 
somebody had to pick us up. We used to--you know, no freeways--well, there was only the Harbor Freeway 
and the Hollywood at the time. So we went--I guess we just went out Slauson to Centinela and on up to the 
Mount. And it came in handy--you know, that's exactly how | go to the Mount now because the freeway is a 
waste of time. And it helped to know those roads. But those were also very interesting. There were busses 
that took another group to the South Bay--for Redondo and American Martyrs and those people. Yeah. 


[00:30:26.02] INTERVIEWER: Do you remember any of your Sister faculty, or anything from your studies at 
the Mount? 


[00:30:32.01] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Oh let's see. Oh yeah. Well, eventually, | finished--] guess 
| finished the bachelor's degree with English and Education. And we had had--! should have mentioned her-- 
at St. Mary's Academy--Sister Mary Celine [Coe (1905-1997)?] was a wonderful teacher who gave us a very 
good background and who eventually also was--usually in leadership roles as we were growing up. And we 
went to Saturday classes. | went for--gosh | don't know how many years--well, at least 
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four years straight, plus we went in the summer--we stayed at the Mount in the summer. And eventually | 
completed an MA in the teaching of English. They used to give the MAT, and that was great fun because by 
that time, | had been teaching grammar school all over the place, but | was always interested in literature, 
writing and all that sort of thing. And you got to build your own--you could have a little more leeway with 
choosing your subjects. So | liked the historical eras, so | had a pretty good grasp on Anglo-Saxon and 
Middle English--so | had, you know, Chaucer and Beowulf and all those old guys--and managed to read El 
Cid in Spanish--classical Spanish--that the whole thing--while | was riding buses or studying or whatever. 


[00:32:33.19] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: And then there was the crisis where the Cubans began to 
get out of Cuba as fast as they could--anybody who could--and there were all of these wonderful people who 
were lawyers and doctors and all kinds of people who could not practice their professions, and were 
pumping gas and washing dishes and things like that. So we had English lessons--we taught English to these 
groups at the Doheny campus. This was during the ‘60s. I'm trying to think--Sister St. George Skurla 
[(1926-2014)] who is dead now, but Sister St. George was one of the people who was a mover and shaker 
in that. It was just--we had classes with them even during the summer. We weren't the teachers, they were 
taking--by this time, they were taking classes at the Doheny campus with us. And many of them had jobs in 
public school. | looked into ESL [English as a Second Language instruction]--| looked into ESL and | almost 
got involved. | kind of wanted to be involved and took a few steps into it, but nobody seemed to have any 
kind of concrete idea of what it was going to be, so! got out of that. And then, one time--! did other things. 
| taught--enjoyed teaching at the high school seminary most of all--that was the most fun | ever had. 


[00:34:16.09] INTERVIEWER: Why was that the most fun? 


[00:34:18.01] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Boys are so much fun. And teenaged boys are so silly. 
But we had--you know, hardly any of them ever survived to be ordained, you know. But there are some--we 
have a few. And some of them who maybe left in junior year or something--some of them have gone back 
and studied and been ordained and--you know, | have a couple of J esuits--[laughs]--who had left before 
their senior year, and things like that. But anyhow high school seminary was great fun. And | taught English 
and | taught Latin fraudulently, but anyhow--. | was definitely not a Latin teacher but they really were 
anxious to do something with their Latin--they needed it, so | taught it--did my best. It was basically first 
year Latin, no matter what you did. And all during this time | loved liturgy, | loved singing, | loved classroom 
music, you know, choirs and that sort of thing. That was just sort of an added benefit on the side. | met 
somebody whose mother had been one of the choir--not choir teachers but choral director in a group | sang 
with. And so she and | used to sing. We would be the soprano voices whenever something was going on in 
the seminary. [laughs]. Yeah, so anyhow. But | liked the seminary an awful lot. But it was time to go. | had 
taught there for nine years. 


[00:35:59.16] INTERVIEWER: Could you say a little bit about literature and your vocation, or how maybe 
you used literature to communicate the presence of God, or--if there's a connection there. If there's not 
that's all right. 


[00:36:17.01] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Well let me give it a little thought, because--Sister 
Laurentia [Sister Mary Laurentia Digges (1910-1991) ]--Mary Laurentia was a great teacher. Laurentia could 
get stuff out of you that you never knew you had. And she got me very interested in, | don't know--T. S. 
Eliot [Thomas Stearns Eliot (1888-1965), British poet], we had you know--C. S. Lewis [Clive Staples Lewis 
(1898-1963), British novelist]--all of those great writers of that time. And | kind of blossomed whenever | 
had Laurentia. She was wonderful. Sister Mary Patricia Sexton [(1912-1986)]--I also had, for the novel and 
things like that--and Dante [Dante Gabriel Rossetti aka Durante degli Alighieri, British author, (1265-1321) ]-- 
the "Divine Comedy". Oh gosh, | went to Florence [Italy] at one point and wow, it was just such a thrill to be 
there, and to see the things that, you know, were part of his life and all of that. But that was one of the very 
best things that--that was Sister Patricia's specialty. And her [birth] sister, who was Sister Mary J oan, but 
who became Sister Catherine Sexton, appeared also when we were newly professed. And she was kind of 
like the go-to person for the young professed--always saved our lives, you know. She was--she would tell 
you what not to do--[laughs]--"Don't you know you don't really want to do that?" And she kind of steered us 
clear of pitfalls and things like that. Always taught us how to behave--what was considered good manners at 
the table--good manners, how you meet people, what you say--you know, just plain old etiquette--we had 
her for that. And she had such a wonderful humor and kindness and yeah, she was--[nods]. 
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[00:38:47.27] INTERVIEWER: Let's talk a little bit about Vatican || as it began to unfold in your teaching 
career--and you mentioned liturgy and music. So what was your experience [unintelligible] engaging? 


[00:38:54.10] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: [laughs]. Oh wow. Yes. Oh yeah. Oh it was--well you 
know, some of the stuff now--the rinky-dink stuff that we're playing on guitars was really never great stuff-- 
but, on the other--and beautiful--Gregorian chant is beautiful. But somewhere we had to get some 
contemporary music. And it's taken us a long, long time. We've kind of fumbled the ball on Vatican I]. But 
it's been way overdue for maybe an overhaul, where we really need to take a good look at the documents 
and see what they actually said. It was wonderful to hear people sing--everybody in the church singing. And 
somehow--we don't sing here--anyhow--[laughs]--I miss singing. And not just here, but a lot of places-- 
people just don't sing. | don't know why, but! don't think people have ever been encouraged to sing, for 
years. But | used to be a cantor, and they sang at my Mass. [laughs]. Nobody slept during my Mass. So 
anyhow--loved the music of people who really caught on to what the idea was about contemporary hymns. 
And anything that is based on scripture--if you can get people--if you can teach them scripture through 
singing, wow, that's terrific. When you think about some of the songs that have been--the Beatitudes, or -- 
like Psalm 139--"Oh Lord you search me and you know me'"--that one--everybody kind of gravitates to that 
because it speaks so much from the heart--and is beautifully done. Bernadette Farrell [(1957-), British hymn 
writer] is a wonderful musician. And her stuff is really good. And she makes it a point to make it singable 
and correctly interpreted, okay? We always talk about Haagen Daas--Marty Haugen [(1950-), American 
composer] and David Robert Haas [(1957-), American composer] are people who both have done a great 
service with their music. 


[00:41:32.19] INTERVIEWER: Do you have a favorite--would you sing a little bit for us? 
[00:41:36.01] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Oh I'm so croaky-- 


[00:41:38.07] INTERVIEWER: --oh sounds like your voice is very strong. Now I'm asking as a fellow cantor 
and liturgical musician myself. 


[00:41:43.21] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: [laughs]. See what--I| haven't sung for a long time, you 
know, just belt it out. Except--I get to sing "The Exalted" on Holy Saturday evening. 


[00:41:55.28] INTERVIEWER: You do? Could you sing the opening of that? 


[00:41:58.04] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: [Sings]. "Rejoice, heavenly powers, sing choirs of angels. 
Rejoice all creation around God's throne. Let this place resound with joy, echoing the mighty song of all 
creation." Something like that. [laughs]. 


[00:42:21.14] INTERVIEWER: Thank you. 


[00:42:23.22] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: | love that. And a couple of years ago at the Religious 
Education Congress, they had--and | stopped going for a long time now--this is 2004 or something like that-- 
there was a workshop that said, "The Bees are Back". [laughs]. Okay, so | put the bees in that year-- 
because | read a statement that | have not forgotten. It--| hate to use the word resonate--maybe it's more 
than that, it was more than resonating--it would just--scared me--the statement from Albert Einstein, that 
when the bees are gone the human race has four years left. And when | hear about people--you know 
they're trying to knock out the mosquitos, but they're also knocking out the bees. Every time | hear of 
anybody who has got their own little bee hives and things | say, "Way to go. Way to go." We need the bees. 
But anyhow | put them in "The Exalted". [laughs]. 


[00:43:35.28] INTERVIEWER: What else about Vatican II, just in terms of how it impacted your ministry, the 
habit--[ unintelligible] 


[00:43:40.08] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: [Stretches out arms]. The habits! Oh yes, oh yes. 


[laughs]. | have a picture--| was at Transfiguration and the convent was on top of the school. So | greeted 
my--my parents wanted to see what | looked like, and my father had given up driving at that time--my 
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mother never drove--we all said that was an important--very good thing for humankind. Anyhow, my brother 
was coming up the stairs with a camera. And so | have a picture--| have a photo somewhere of my mother 
and father on either side of me and | was standing there in a pretty simple black dress with a veil and little 
white collar. And if you don't mind me quoting my brother, he said, "Well, you look a hell of a lot better than 
| thought you would." He's a priest--he was--he died this past summer--anyhow. [laughs]. But | enjoyed 
Vatican ||. Sister Kathleen Mary McCarthy and | were--where were we--Pasco--yeah, Pasco, Washington. 
And we were kind of--we had our degrees and our credentials. So we were offered up as sacrifices--[ laughs]. 
No actually, it was kind of fun. But we were the available people offered by our principal to the diocese of 
Spokane to work on their curriculum committee. They'd been around since about nineteen ought four or 
something like that, but they'd never had much of an organization in the diocese, so they were kind of 
getting their act together. And that was the most fun. We were at Ft. Wright College of the Holy Names. It 
was an old Army fort. And we lived in the barracks. We were in the side that hadn't quite--[laughs]--it was 
officer's quarters but they were really primitive--they were from World War | | think maybe or even before 
that. But anyhow--every Friday--oh, one of the Sisters--] guess it was our superior, Sister Madeline Nyaka 
came to Spokane, left us the car--because she was taking a train to Canada and she was out of office at this 
time--she was finished with her stint as superior. And she and another friend were going up to Canada for 
their home visits. So we have the--[smiles]--we have a car! And--[laughs]--on this curriculum committee we 
met all kinds of other communities. And one of the things--our poor school in Pasco--it just was awful. You 
know it lacked so many things--just like basic books. So one of the Sisters said, oh, | have friends at the-- 
whatever it was--the book depository. We went--we filled the trunk of the car with books. We had 
dictionaries, we had new English books, we had--you know, something that was actually useful and you 
could teach from. And that was kind of exciting. And our--we had this all loaded up and ready to take with 
us when we got back to Pasco. 


[00:47:15.12] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: But in the meantime, every Friday we would go over to 
Gonzaga U [University]--and well they had Mass, they had dinner, and then we would have--this was the 
time when everyone was "hummin' and strummin'--and we used to have "the hootenanies"--only they called 
it "the hooti-nunnies"--and it was for all the Sisters who were in summer school over there. [laughs]. We had 
the most fun. If you know Sister Marcella Fabing--her brother Brother Bob Fabing--was one of the musicians. 
We really did have a grand time. Yeah. And | was in St. Jerome's parish--gosh, the summer that we had to 
move from Daniel Murphy--you know, everything was up for sale--we would up living in a triplex, Sister St. 
George Skurla and |. And so we went to St. J eromes. She--Sister wound up in the hospital for whatever 
reason, so | was at Mass, and this man always came to church wearing his Gonzaga sweatshirt. So finally | 
said, "| know Gonzaga." That was the beginning of a great conversation. He is one of the old time 
parishioners at St. Jeromes. But he went to Gonzaga--he's a doctor--has a doctorate in--whatever branch of 
science--chemistry or whatever it is. And he had sisters who were Sisters of--I'm trying to think--Sisters of 
Charity. | think they taught in Walla Walla [Washington], which was, you know, not too far from Pasco. And 
anyhow he knew Sisters and he was always very--like a big brother--he always looked out for the two of us-- 
[laughs]--very nice man. Anyhow, | have great warm fuzzies for Gonzaga. It was great fun. 


[00:49:32.02] INTERVIEWER: So there's two things I'm thinking about. So with Vatican I|, the community 
goes through renewal, and goes back and continues to research the roots. Were you part of that--those--did 
you learn more about the roots of the congregation, or [unintelligible] -- 


[00:49:53.21] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Well, actually-- 
[00:49:55.22] INTERVIEWER: --in terms of the way that the charism is articulated-- 


[00:49:59.14] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: --well actually--] have to think about that. | would say 
that we had some really--we had great opportunities. This whole business of being able to go to another 
institution for education really broadened our horizons. And Bernard Haring [(1912-1998), German 
theologian] was one of the leading theologians at the time--we met him. He's just an awesome person to 
meet. And because--you know the J esuits always manage to get really good speakers and all of that--we 
always had good stuff going on at Gonzaga. And sometimes we would have to struggle to get there, because 
if we were in Pasco it was like a three hundred mile round trip to go to Spokane and back. And we were 
doing it almost every weekend for something or other. We continued to work on building up the education 
system in Spokane. And--I'm trying to think about-- 
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[00:51:17.20] INTERVIEWER: I'm thinking like specifically as a Sister of St. Joseph, and the call to go back 
to the roots. And that could be a--something for you spiritually, or in terms of your ministry-- 


[00:51:32.03] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Yeah. We had--Sister Marie de Lourdes [Reverend Mother 
Marie de Lourdes Le May (1880-1960)?] very often talked to us about the history of the congregation. And 
she was another of these formidable ladies--a great teacher. She made it come alive--very much so. | think 
with Vatican II, | think we spent a lot of time just getting accustomed to the idea of what they were 
proposing or what they were wanting. And it took a long time to wade through the documents, and how 
they impacted us. So we kept slogging along there for years. And |'m not quite sure that we ever got it all 
right. | don't remember so much the emphasis on going back to our roots, because | never felt too far away 
from our roots--because we knew about Mother St. J ohn [Fontbonne, born J] eanne Fontbonne 

(1759-1843), founder of CS}]s], and we knew how she had basically pulled these communities together that 
were--came from the roots of the same tree but--to bring these Sisters back after the French Revolution-- 
and immediately--almost--respond to the need to come to the new world. Here we are. [laughs]. And when 
the Sisters landed in Louisiana and started up the Mississippi--going through those places was a--they began 
to see other needs, other than what they came for. And there's always that missionary urge in the 
community--and responding to that. It's one thing to know about it, but it's another thing to make the 
response. And we always seemed--you know, Sisters of St. Joseph always seemed to be "can do" people, 
you know, and to see things that were needed and--go for it. | guess | was on retreat for final vows when 
we had already sent some Sisters to Peru. And we all--I think we all signed up to go--[laughs]--said we 
would be willing to go. And then a few years later you know I'm saying to myself, "| wonder if I--| hope they 
don't find that paper." | wasn't too sure | wanted to do this after a while. But we always seem to be willing 
and open to do whatever was needed. 


[00:54:40.23] INTERVIEWER: Had there been specific ways that your province or Sisters that you know that 
have done that--that you are proud of, or-- 


[00:54:50.22] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Oh, you're going to talk to Sister Margaret [Anne 
Vonderahe?]. Gosh Margaret's--she's--when you hear her story, and the things that she did--[ unintelligible] 
great lady. And we were all the young guys, you know. She was a few years ahead of me. [laughs]. But now 
that we're old we're beginning to tell people stories. Sister Margaret was--oh, just one of the early 
missionaries. Sister Teresa Avalos [(1934-), missionary to Peru] was just--| would have been in that 
reception if I'd entered with that class. Sister Teresa and oh gosh--I'm trying to think of some of the other 
ones. 


[00:55:39.24] INTERVIEWER: --[unintelligible] even here in Los Angeles, you know, some of the things that 
have made you proud--the works, or the ministries? 


[00:55:49.08] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Oh yeah. You know like--all the inner city parishes--we 
taught in those inner city parishes and we're still there. If you've talked to Sister Daniel Therese [Flynn 
(1935-)]--she was very active in--just helping people. Our Sisters stayed with those parishes that were very 
often so poor. Sister Dorothy Denise [??] who is long gone and long dead--Sister Dorothy Denise used to-- 
she kind of talked me into doing a summer school at St. Patricks, which was one of our original parishes 
where the Sisters served. And she would--she managed to get busses to take the kids on outings--we would 
take them on picnics. We took them to see Capistrano Mission--we took them someplace--I'm trying to think 
of some of the other places--this is a long time ago. And they were so excited to be on the bus going out of 
town. They didn't go places. And she provided them with experiences that were fun. And | remember--but 
we also taught. We also did a summer class. And | taught--what did | teach? Let's see, how did we do this? | 
guess Sister Dorothy Denise taught reading--did she do reading--whatever she did--no she did the math-- 
and Sister Eileen Therese did reading--and | did English. Okay, so some little kid wandered in my room--now 
you have to know that we had--this was the three--Pauline Therese, Eileen Therese, Dorothy Denise. So this 
little kid came in and asked me for something--!| don't even remember what. And | said, "Who sent you?" 
And he said, "Sister Thirteen Therese." [laughs]. So | thought, gosh maybe he came from the math class, so 
| latched onto that. But anyhow--cute little kids--cute little kids--and fun. And Sister always managed--she 
had all kinds of people she could contact for--they provided lunch, they provided things--you know, like juice 
and all the nice things that these little kids would not have. And yes--um-hm. [laughs]. 
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[00:58:28.23] INTERVIEWER: You ministered in parish life later in your ministry. What drew you into parish 
life? 


[00:58:32.26] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Yes. Oh liturgy--adult ed--you know adult faith formation 
mostly. | loved that. I'm working right now at St. Brendan's--Monday nights we have our CIA. And I'm there 
mainly as a presence right now, but | feel free to speak up. [laughs]. Usually--one or other of Monsignor 
[Terry] Fleming, [STD, pastor] or Father [Patrick] Hill will do it. But you know--we take our turns. 


[00:59:05.16] INTERVIEWER: So you've seen quite a shift in the model of church and the model of parish 
life? 


[00:59:09.29] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Oh yeah. You know, it's so polyglot and multi-cultural 
and--it's wonderful. To me, that's richness. Some people--I don't--| do not understand people who--! don't 
like sameness. It's boring. | like the challenge of communicating with people. | like having people speak up 
and tell us about themselves--you know, that kind of stuff. [laughs]. And along the line--one of the best 
things that | did get to do--probably--I'm trying to--! don't remember--see | am--| used to have a whole little 
history for myself, and | knew when | did these little things. | had it all written down and when | moved 
from where | was to here | lost my entire professional identity. People who meant well were helping--just 
things never got here. Anyhow--lost books, you know. Anyhow--I can get very naggy about that. But one of 
the best things that | ever did was something | wish they would still offer at the Mount. And that was an MA 
in Applied Spiritual Theology. Wow. That changed my life. It absolutely was a life changing thing. Wonderful. 


[01:00:53.12] INTERVIEWER: Tell us about that. 


[01:00:57.10] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: It was the history of Christian spirituality from--you know 
like the guys living in caves like St. Jerome and those people--desert Fathers and Mothers and all of that-- 
through oh, the Reformation and through the Middle Ages and the Reformation and the Protestant 
Revolution and all that kind of stuff, you know, like that. And immigration--the people who came in the big 
immigrant waves that came to the country and why--and who reached out to them. Who lost their faith-- 
who kept their faith. Why? That kind of thing. | just loved that part of it. J ust the involvement as | say in 
liturgy--and |'m not really involved in liturgy--but if we're supposed to--people are supposed to see and 
experience our liturgy and what we believe--! don't think we've--if we ever did reach it I'm not sure we hung 
onto it, you know--not quite sure we quite do that. Was very interesting during the Synod. The homily came 
up as one of the reasons why--people will come to church if the homily is good. But they really did not give 
good marks to the homily at Mass. [nods]. The Sisters in the archdiocese were encouraged to work in a 
program called "TAP"--I did that for a while--of helping the priests who don't speak English well--who know 
English but their accent is heavy--to help them, to at least acquire an understandable accent. Many people 
who grew up speaking English in their own way have a very heavy accent. But everyone understands 
everybody because they all talk that way. But American English is so different and sometimes people can't 
understand. The people who are from some of the British colonies, who all learn in English and they all know 
English--but--yes. [laughs]. 


[01:03:35.15] INTERVIEWER: Are there any contemporary theologians or things you are reading now-- 
spiritual movements--that inspire you? 


[01:03:41.23] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: | like Ronald Rolheiser [O.M.] (1941-), American 
theologian]. | love the way he writes. Love Bishop Baron [Robert Emmet Barron (1959-), American 
theologian]. Oh. His series on Catholicism is magnificent. And he has another one on a new evangelization, 
and that's tremendously important--good, good, good. And he's so--he makes--|'m sure it is not effortless-- 
but he makes it so--he just, you know--[laughs]--shares it so effortlessly in appearance anyway. 


[01:04:22.21] INTERVIEWER: What of the charism and mission of the Sisters of St. Joseph do you want to 
see ensured and carried forward? Or say for our students at the Mount--what would you want them to know 
and own? 


[01:04:43.18] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: That we are there for everyone. And you know, not just 
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the kids who have the quality background--have a college education--or those who are literate and able to 
speak for themself--but to help other people who may not ever write a book or even write a paper--but 
people who are in need. To help people wherever they are with whatever it is that they need. And that's that 
"can do" aspect of the Sisters of St. Joseph. And looking--always being aware of the needs of people and 
trying to respond to it. | don't know how you put that into a category, but that to me is probably one of our 
best things. 


[01:05:54.13] INTERVIEWER: You have hopes, anxieties about the future? 


[01:05:56.13] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: It's in God's hands. The fact that every religious 
community is going through this--it's got to be the work of the Spirit--we just have to be tuned in. 


[01:06:07.22] INTERVIEWER: What's been the greatest joy for you of religious life? 


[01:06:10.15] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Oh dear. | don't know. I've liked it all. I've loved it all. 
[smiles]. And sometimes --| guess--was the ability to go try some new things--and to be creative. And to 
have the opportunities and the people who support you to do it--you know, like that. Yeah. 


[01:06:39.18] INTERVIEWER: Is there anything else you reflected on to prepare for this that you want to 
share that | haven't asked you about? 


[01:06:46.06] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Not that | can remember. [laughs]. But | can't--here | am 
I'm eighty-two, and | say to myself--eighty-two? Hm--it went awfully fast. It did. The older | get the faster 
time goes by. However, | have no complaints. [laughs]. And well, you know, | have a wonky knee and that 
kind of stuff, but | have no complaints. And as far as what's going on--God's in charge. That's it. 

[laughs]. So it doesn't matter to me, as long as we're open to doing God's will and doing what appears to be 
the way we're being led--and rise to the occasion when we need to--what's not to like? [laughs]. 


[01:07:57.08] INTERVIEWER: [Director's comments. ] 
[01:07:59.29] KELBY THWAITS: So I'm a fellow musician-- 
[01:08:04.06] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Yes. Well | wouldn't call myself a musician, but yeah-- 


[01:08:07.23] KELBY THWAITS: Well but | guess my question or the train of thought that I'd like to get us 
back onto briefly--that in your own words you could restate what it is about music that is so important to 
you. Because it's obviously--it lights you up, you know. Why is music so important and could you start this by 
restating kind of this question |'m asking in your own words, because that will help us in the edit as well. 


[01:08:39.14] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: How do | get excited--why do | get excited about music? 


[01:08:41.22] KELBY THWAITS: Why do you get excited about it? Why it is so important to you? Why is it 
important to other people? Why is it important to the Sisters of St. Joseph or the ministry? 


[01:08:50.26] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: When | was a little girl--probably | guess | started about 
four--| was four. |--first of all, this is before freeways. | lived in Torrance, in the older part--the old part of 
Torrance now. We used to drive up to Hollywood every Sunday--! think it was every Sunday. | belonged to 
a--it was like a little professional arts or--like--we did drama, we did dancing, we did singing--there was a 
group called "The Meglin Kiddies". And we did our performances and reviews at the Wilshire Ebell Theatre. 
And | have a picture--| have pictures from 1939, 1940 and 1941--and we had to stop at that time because of 
the war--because gasoline was rationed and we couldn't--just couldn't do it. So | will say that once in a 
while, | will drive through the area--| was at Daniel Murphy convo [convent?] for a long time at 3rd and 
Detroit. And when | drive on La Brea, even now--there's a place--it's where the La Brea Bakery is right now-- 
somewhere in there there's this--I've been there. I've been there. And | think those old buildings that are 
there, somehow were connected--! think either we had a practice hall there--because | know that we 
practiced--in one of the buildings it was near the old Earl C. Anthony [(1880-1961), American businessman 
and philanthropist] car lot. He was one of the guys that developed that whole area over--like West 
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Hollywood and that. And he owned--what became channel 7, ABC Television, was radio station KECA which 
was "K" for the radio station, Earl C. Anthony. And he had some kind of a talent contest or something that 
was an ongoing thing, where, you know, periodically this would happen, whatever it was. | don't remember 
exactly because | was four, five and six during those three years. And but that area right there was--my Dad 
would drive up to Hollywood. We would go to early Mass and get in the car and off we'd go after Mass up to 
Hollywood for--[nods]--whatever we did. It was to learn a dance or rehearse or whatever. Yup. 


[01:12:03.26] INTERVIEWER: That's been part of you from-- 


[01:12:06.27] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: Oh yeah. Oh yeah. And my Father played the guitar and 
sang. You know, we're--my Father's family has been here for--our name has been here for probably four 
hundred--four centuries, maybe three and a half--something like that. 1n 1623 there's somebody with our 
name in the Williamsburg colony, on that side. And they've always--| said, you know, what were we? Well 
"DARIES" is a French name. But that can mean a lot of things. He might not have been necessarily from 
France--he could have been somebody in England--but the name appears. And then all across the South you 
get this name like--it might have been pronounced Dah-rees. Well they never bothered with that. People 
who could not spell used to be the--taking the census and you'd have--there's a lot of people named "Darse" 
and a lot of people named "Dorse"--it's very hard to figure out who's who--but they were the Scotch-Irish, 
and usually Protestants of the deepest, darkest dye. Okay? My mother came from a line of Scots--persecuted 
Scots. They came to Cape Breton. My grandmother's father was a German, but because of, | guess, World 
War I, his name which was "Heinz"--H-E-|-N-Z--got changed to--H-|-N-E-S--[laughs]. So yep, but our family 
name on my Mother's side is "Lovell", which is a very old English name. So, that's kind of what we are. And 
my grandfather used to sing. And my Mother used to say--| remember her saying, "Don't teach her that 
song"--because he was a Sailor--[laughs]. But | do--! loved to hear him sing "What shall we do with a 
drunken sailor?"--| can remember that. And Grandma? Grandma didn't sing. My Mother did--my Mother 
would belt out a few songs once in a while--usually doing the dishes or whatever. Yeah, we all were musical. 
My brother was a wonderful musician. And | think part of--well first of all | think musicians usually have to 
have such a discerning ear--and my brother was a wonderful linguist, besides being a good musician. And | 
love languages myself. But | only really am conversant in English and Spanish. So | like that. You know. 
[laughs]. Did I--| don't even know if | got to anywhere-- 


[01:15:09.20] INTERVIEWER: You did, no. [Director's comments. ] 


[01:15:19.14] SISTER PAULINE THERESE DARIES: No | like what you're doing, just--! love the fact that you 
are doing this, and recording history. Yeah. 


[01:15:31.18] INTERVIEWER: Thank you so much. 
[01:15:40.08] : End of interview. 
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Instructor, Film and Television, Mount Saint Mary's University; Mary Trunk, Instructor, Film and Television, 
Mount Saint Mary's University; Laura Townsend, Production Coordinator, CS} Institute. 

Location: Villa Carondelet, Los Angeles, California. 

Transcription Date: 01/27/2017 

Transcribed By: Nancy Steinmann 


[00:00:00.00] [Director's comments]. 
[00:01:07.03] Full name and age: Sister Pauline Therese Daries, 82 as of October 18, 2016. 


[00:01:23.03] Early life and family. Born Queen of Angels Hospital, Los Angeles, California. Grew up in 
Torrance and Gardena. Attended St. Mary's Academy. Entered CS]s as postulant 1953. Brother was Claretian 
Father. Mother from Cape Breton Island, Nova Scotia, Canada, 1922. Father from Missouri. Mother and 
father married 1923. 


[00:03:43.03] Early religious life. Father Baptist, converted to Catholic. Attended Nativity Church, Torrance, 
California. Attended St. James Catholic School, Redondo Beach, California. Family Bible. 


[00:06:54.01] Father's family and character. Mother's character. Grandfather. Grandmother disabled from 
polio. 


[00:09:05.05] Sister Margaret Ann Vonderahe. Sister [unnamed] entered convent 1939, also Canadian. 


[00:10:11.23] First contact with CS]s. First grade. St. J ames Catholic School: Sister Alphonsus [Cochollo?], 
first grade teacher, lived with her in Fresno 1960s. St. Anthony's School, third grade with Sisters of 
Providence of St. Mary of the Woods. St. Mary's Academy: Sister St. Bernard [J ohnson (1914-2003) ?] 
homeroom teacher; Sister [Mary] Hildegarde Gerber [(1923-1986)] taught Spanish; Sister Consuelo Aguilar 
['53, (-2012)], taught Spanish; Sister Agnes Marie [O'Loughlin, (1903-2006) ?], taught Latin. 


[00:12:07.17] Early vocation. First grade. Victory Noll Sisters (Our Lady of Victory Missionary Sisters) taught 
catechism. Attraction to CSJs. Sisters in high school: Sister [Mary] J osephine Feeley [(1905-1991)], principal; 
Sister St. Bernard; Sister Hildegarde; Sister Consuelo. Asked to enter CS}s September 1952, said no. 
Employment at Buffum's in Long Beach. Music from Song of Bernadette March 1953. Parent's reaction to 
vocation. 


[00:17:30.06] Early days as postulant. Rule of silence. Prayers in Latin. Two years Latin instruction 
mandatory. 


[00:19:02.29] Receiving the habit. Retreat with week of silence. Earthquake night before receiving habit. 
Sister Mary Fidelis [??] homeroom and history teacher. Sister Mary Catherine [Fearon (1917-2012)?] music 
teacher. Cardinal McIntyre [J ames Francis Mcintyre, (1886-1979)]. Novices did not wear rosary. Visiting 
privileges for novices. Required to write letters home. 


[00:23:08.29] Attending the Mount. Curriculum restrictions. Monsignor McNicholas from St. John's Seminary. 
Focus on Old Testament. First mission to Ascension church--Athens on the Hill [area in Los Angeles]-- 
teaching for 4 years. Civil Rights Movement in Los Angeles 1956. "Mixed-race" children. Refugees. Non- 
English speaking children. Awareness of civil rights issues. "Jim Crow". 


[00:29:00.22] Obtaining English & Education degree at Mount. Freeways. Sister faculty: Sister Mary Celine 
[Coe (1905-1997)?]. Summer school. MAT in teaching of English. 


[00:32:35.08] Cuban Teacher Training Institute 1960s. Sister St. George Skurla [(1926-2014)]. 
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[00:34:06.07] Teaching English and Latin at high school seminary 9 years. Liturgical music and choir. 


[00:36:00.23] Literature and vocation. Liturgy and music. Sister Mary Laurentia [Digges (1910-1991)]. Sister 
Mary Patricia Sexton [(1912-1986)]. Visiting Florence, Italy and study of Dante [Dante Gabriel Rossetti aka 
Durante degli Alighieri, English author, (1265-1321)]. Sister Mary J oan [aka Sister Catherine Sexton, birth 
sister of Sister Mary Patricia Sexton], etiquette teacher. 


[00:38:48.11] Vatican ||. Contemporary liturgical music. Serving as cantor. Psalm 139. Bernadette Farrell 
[(1957-), British hymn writer]. Marty Haugen [(1950-), American composer. David Robert Haas [(1957-), 
American composer]. 


[00:41:33.10] Sings opening of "The Exalted". Religious Education Congress 2004 workshop presentation 
"The Bees Are Back". 


[00:43:33.12] Vatican II. Change of habit. Transfiguration school. With Sister Kathleen Mary McCarthy on 
curriculum committee. Residing at Fort Wright College of the Holy Names in Pasco, Washington. St. Patrick's 
Catholic School, Pasco, Washington. Sister Madeline Nyaka, superior [(1961-1965)]. Obtaining books for 
school. 


[00:47:17.22] Friday "Hootenanys" at Gonzaga University. Sister Marcella Fabing, birth brother Brother Bob 
Fabing. St. Jerome's Parish. Move from Daniel Murphy. Living with Sister St. George Skurla. Sisters of 
Charity, Walla Walla, Washington. 


[00:49:32.19] Vatican || community renewal and roots. Opening ministry to other institutions for education. 
Bernard Haring [(1912-1998), German theologian]. Sister Marie de Lourdes [Reverend Mother Marie de 
Lourdes Le May (1880-1960)?]. Reviewing Vatican Il documents. Mother St. John Fontbonne [J eanne 
Fontbonne (1759-1843)]. First Sisters in America. "Can do" spirit of CSJs. CSJs in Peru. 


[00:54:40.19] Pride in CSJs. Sister Margaret [Anne Vonderahe?], educator, missionary. Sister Teresa Avalos 
[(1934-), missionary to Peru]. Inner-city parishes. Sister Daniel Therese [Flynn (1935-)], teacher. Sister 
Dorothy Denise [??]. Teaching English at summer school at St. Patrick's parish. Sister Eileen Therese [Prsha, 
(-2010)?]. 


[00:58:28.18] Parish life ministry. Liturgy. Adult faith formation. Working at St. Brendan's Church: Monsignor 
[Terry] Fleming, [STD, pastor]; Father [Patrick] Hill. Changes in parish life. Multicultural atmosphere. 


[00:59:48.14] Obtaining MA in Applied Spiritual Theology. Liturgy. Quality of homily. TAP Program [teaching 
priests to improve English accent]. 


[01:03:34.00] Contemporary theologians and spiritual movements. Ronald Rolheiser, O.M.I (1941-), 
American theologian]. Bishop Baron [Robert Emmet Barron (1959-), American theologian]. 


[01:04:22.20] Charism and CS] mission. Inclusiveness. Helpfulness. "Can do" attitude. Responding to needs. 
[01:05:51.26] Hopes for future. Greatest joy of religious life. 

[01:06:40.29] Other reflections. Future. 

[01:07:57.11] Importance of music. Music in childhood. Performing with Meglin Kiddies 1939-1941 
[performance group]. Earl C. Anthony [(1880-1961), American businessman and philanthropist]--owned TV 
channel 7 (ABC television), radio station KECA--talent contests. Ancestors and origin of family names--Darius, 
Lovell, Heinz. Grandfather teaching her sailing songs. Music and linguistics. 


[01:15:40.12] End of interview. 
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